REPORT FROM CHURCH OF SCOTLAND CHAPLAINCY
The Church of Scotland Nomination Committee reviewed my application to
be considered for the Committee on Chaplains to Her Majesty’s Forces in
January. I served with Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps. (TA)
rank of Captain for seven years. The General Assembly in May approved
my membership and soon after, I attended an interesting day at the Church
Of Scotland premises for new council, committee and convener members.
People from churches throughout Scotland attended the event and we had
illustrated talks from John Chalmers, and others about the Church, including
its framework, structure, charity status, Law Department, responsibilities
and finance. The Annual Report and Accounts 2016 in the Church of Scotland
webpage makes for interesting reading.
What is this Committee? The membership of 18, gather together to receive
reports on chaplains’ activities across the three services and offers suggestions to
improve their experience. Through the Convener and Secretary it maintains
working relationships with Heads of Service of the Chaplaincies of the Royal Navy,
Army and Royal Air Force. In addition, the Committee tries to recruit Chaplains for the
Regular, Reserve and Auxiliary Forces.
On June, I attended an important ceremony in Edinburgh Castle where the
Moderator, Right Rev. Dr. Browning signed the Armed Forces Covenant. As
a consequence the Church promises to support the Armed Forces Community
pastorally, liturgically and organisationally. There are 260,000 veterans in
Scotland. Presbyteries will appoint a Veterans’ Champion to support parish
ministers who can signpost people to appropriate agencies for help. We are
all commended to include in our prayers those who serve in HM Forces and
their families.
The Committee met in September; Army personnel are working to capacity,
with additional work assisting people caught up in hurricanes in the Caribbean. Royal
Airforce based in Lossiemouth have personnel working in Cyprus and the
Middle East. The C of S Chaplains work hard on welfare issues among
personnel. There are 1200 personnel deployed in the Falklands, now 35 years
since the conflict began. Next year will see the centenary of the Royal
Airforce and will be celebrated with 2000 personnel marching to Westminster Abbey
for a service on July 10th accompanied by a fly over by100 planes. Within
the next five years Lossiemouth will expand considerably with semi permanent bases
from USA and Norway, investment boost from Boeing and their additional
staff.
October visit to HMNB Clyde, Faslane was a valuable experience to see
the role and services provided on the base. Service personnel and families
have particular welfare, pastoral and spiritual needs. Accommodation, separation,
child care, health/ dental care are some issues requiring the Chaplaincy
service.
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS
Should you require the services of a Minister, please contact
any of the following:
Rev. Muriel Willoughby Interim Moderator
Rev. Geoff Probert
Locum Minister
Pamela Scott BD DCS Parish Assistant
Ian Brown
Session Clerk
Betty Martin
Depute Session Clerk

Tel. 01383 738487
mob. 07491 139129
mob. 07548 819334
Tel. 01592 782515
Tel. 01592 781715

Your Elder is _________________________________
Telephone

_________________________________

Ethne Brown.
(Scottish Charity Reference: SC032353)

A word from the Locum Minister…
I have been here since March 2016 and my time here has been most enjoyable. The
Kirk Session negotiated a contract with me, which will be up for review in March
2018. This has given me a lot more security and there is more clarity with regards
to leave, sick leave and so on, of which I am comfortable with. I finally managed to
get my SA passport renewed after a seven month wait, which is a relief. Although I
am not planning to use it just yet, you never know what the future holds, so it is
good to have it. I continue to lead both services on a Sunday and Pamela helps out
every now and then (Thanks Pamela!!). I must admit that the rush down from one
service to another without breaking the speed limit is quite a challenge, but my
trusty (and rusty!!) old car has been very faithful so far!! I try very hard to keep up
with as many pastoral visits as I can, but must remember that I am only employed
14 hours per week plus the two Sunday services. TIBAL has been busy. I currently
have seven people on my books that receive regular weekly visits. It does occur
that due to unforeseen circumstances, I am not always able to visit everyone, but I
have established a good rapport with the folk and I am confident that they enjoy
my company and a wee blether! Part of my responsibilities includes attending the
meetings of the Pastoral Care Group, the Ways and Means Group and the Youth /
Children’s Ministry Group. I also attend the BLCT (Benarty and Lochgelly Churches
Together) meetings that are held every second month. We are currently looking
outside the box a little to arrange ecumenical services that will be held on a regular
basis throughout the year, but this is still in early planning stages. I attend
Presbytery as much as possible and enjoy seeing what is happening at other
Congregations within the Presbytery as to what we can learn from them. Of course
I enjoy the various coffee mornings and pop into the Thursday “drop in” once a
week. I have had several funerals to officiate at over these last few months and the
feedback I have received from these have been very positive. Our Interim Moderator,
Rev. Muriel Willoughby has continued to be a great support. We will soon be looking
forward to Christmas. Last year, I was in South Africa, but this year I will be taking
part in all the services so it will be a busy time.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of you for your kindness and
support over the past year and a half. For all the meals, shortbread, cake, biscuits
etc. that you have dropped off at the manse, even the odd item of clothing to keep
me warm during the cold winter months ahead! It is appreciated very much indeed!
God’s richest blessings for a very happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year to you
and your families!

Geoff

St. Serf’s Ladies Bowling Club
We resumed our weekly bowling afternoons on 21st September.
Although our numbers are fewer then in the past, those who attend do so
regularly. One of our members Eleanor Cowan has recently celebrated her
60th wedding anniversary.
Hopefully the Scottish winter weather will not be too severe so that the
keen bowlers will still be able to attend.
Apart from enjoying our bowling we look forward to our
cup of tea and a chat.
On behalf of the bowlers, I would like to wish all at St.
Serf’s Church and other organisations all the best during
the winter season. Have a lovely Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
Yours in sport.
May Lees – secy.

SMILE IT’S CHRISTMAS
I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded the
dough.
I stayed up all night to see where the sun
went, and then it dawned on me.
CARPET BOWLERS

We are now six weeks into the new season and
practising for the coming league matches. We hope
to go that step further this term as we fell just short
of winning it last time. We currently have around
ten players, with three of them coming all the way
from Perth. We would love to get a few more locals
joining us. Anyone interested can come along on
Thursdays evenings at 7pm. You will be assured of a warm welcome. We
enjoy a cup of tea, a biscuit and a wee chat. Our fees are £5 per
month. Bill Kinnell.

FINANCE GROUP
With your Newsletter you will find Christmas gift envelopes. Some
members have already given a Christmas Gift following the distribution of
envelopes at Church on Sunday 5th November and at the Christmas Fayre
and Gift Day on Saturday 11th November. The envelopes distributed with
this Newsletter enables members who have not already donated, the
opportunity to do so.
The November Christmas Fayre and Gift Day was very successful. The Fayre
brought in the magnificent sum of £ 1225.24. The Christmas Gift envelopes
have raised the sum of £195.00 to date and the envelopes will continue to
come in over the next few weeks. Thanks go to all who helped in any way,
Including everyone who supported the venture. The funds raised are not going to a
special purpose this year but will help to ensure we can again finish the
year on target.
June Kerr

FREE WILL OFFERING

If anyone would like F.W.O. envelopes please
speak to your Elder or contact
Evelyn Smith on 01592 860689.
WAYS & MEANS GROUP
The Christian Aid Brunch in May was very successful and everyone enjoyed
rolls on bacon, egg, sausages and black pudding. The Summer Fayre on
Saturday 1st July at Lochgelly was well attended and the weather was fine
for a change. The annual Beetle Drive in Benarty in September was great
fun as usual and on 7th October we welcomed East Fife Male Voice Choir
to Lochgelly. The choir are celebrating their 60th anniversary this year and
the concert was excellent with over 100 attending this event. Our next big
fundraiser will be the annual Burns Supper in
February at Benarty.
Best wishes for the festive season.
Laura Pepperday
Ways & Means Group

THE DROP IN

We resumed in September after the summer break.
It’s lovely to be back. We have seen some new faces
as well as our regulars. We still meet in St. Serf’s
Lochgelly every Thursday morning from 10am till
12noon and it’s nice having a wee blether over a cup of tea or coffee. On
our second week back we had a visit from Rev. Rebecca Pritchard
which was lovely. Rebecca was our locum minister for six months
before returning to her home in America.
Why not come along and join us? We will be here until 7th December
when we break for Christmas and New Year. We resume in January so if
you are fed up sitting in the house after all the festivities, why not come along and
enjoy the company.
Margaret Swan.
Christmas Fulfillment
This Christmas,
may you have the fulfillment
of seeing around you
the people you love the most.
May you have the satisfaction
of creating special memories
they will remember with pleasure forever.
This Christmas,
may you feel peaceful and contented,
knowing what Christmas means,
and celebrating it your way.
By Joanna Fuch

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
WILL BE CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY 3rd DECEMBER
AT A JOINT SERVICE
IN ST. SERF’S, BENARTY AT 10.30am

There will be a retiring offering for the
church Samaritan Fund

GREETINGS FROM THE INTERIM MODERATOR
Dear Friends
‘Preparing’ and’ celebrating’ are two words that spring to mind at this time of
year.
As we approach Advent we think about preparing for the birth of Jesus at
Christmas. Amidst the business of preparing we visit shops, buy presents for
family and friends, decorate our homes, write cards and letters promising to
keep in touch more. How much time do we spend in preparing our hearts for
the astonishing events of Christmas? It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the
commercial and social pressures and forget the real ‘reason for the season’.
That’s why it’s important to use the four weeks in Advent running up to
Christmas to remember how God prepared the world for the birth of Jesus
and to consider what that means to us today. I look forward to sharing the first
Sunday of Advent with you as we celebrate communion together and begin
that journey towards Christmas.
Every day we have the opportunity and challenge to celebrate Jesus coming
into our world and into our lives. We often forget that this is not just for
Christmas when the story is in danger of getting drowned in sentimentality and
commercialism. Every day we can and should celebrate the good news that
God broke into our world in the shape and form of a human baby who grew
to be the teacher, healer, example to many who ultimately gave his life to save
all people from sin and death. Isn’t that something to celebrate? Yes it’s nice
to remind ourselves and others of the story of the young couple Mary and
Joseph, the shepherds, wise men, angels but it’s also good to look for and find
God working then and now as we celebrate the Christmas season.
I hope that the seasons of Advent and Christmas this year will help you to
draw closer to God and to one another as you prepare and celebrate the birth
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus.

Muriel Willoughby

From The Treasurer
By the time you read this we will be in the last couple of months of 2017.
This means we have a fairly good idea of how the financial challenges of
the year have been addressed. Although the congregation has remained
without a minister we are in the fortunate position of having both a
locum and a Parish Assistant. I am sure that the presence of Geoff and
Pamela has had a considerable effect in encouraging members to continue
their support for the church. The evidence for this is in the figures for
offerings both by way of Gift Aid and otherwise through the Weekly
Freewill Offering scheme and the Open Plate. These have remained
strong throughout the year and while you will be aware if you check the
donation figures in the weekly Order of Service that there is room for
improvement, there are some very good weeks indeed.
Unfortunately, despite offerings remaining strong and some other
sources of general income such as rents and dividends on investments
being better than expected, increases in expenditure and particularly the
costs of ministry mean that we are likely to end the year in the red
(a deficit) rather than the black (a surplus). Not by a huge amount but by
several thousand pounds. We have reserves that can be used to cover
this but you will appreciate that we cannot continue doing this for the
future. It is essential that we address stewardship and examine our offerings,
support fundraising initiatives and encourage new membership. There is
time even in the next two months to improve the current year’s position.
We are not the only congregation in this position and we are in a much
better position than many neighbouring churches but we cannot sit back
and wait for somebody else to perform a miracle. Time, talents and
money have to be harnessed to make changes that get us back into the
black where we belong in future years.
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas `
and an active New Year in 2018.
Robin Millar

TUESDAY AFTERNOON GROUP
At the first meeting after the summer break we had a good attendance and we
welcomed two new members. Our membership continues to grow
and we now have around 35, but there is always room for more. If
anyone would like to join us, they would be made very welcome.
We have had a variety of subject from Working for the Community,
Reflexology, Podiatry, a Fun Afternoon and the Art of Bonsai. We will
finish this session with our Christmas Lunch on 12th December.
We will meet again on 13th February when we will have a speaker from
Headway followed by a Scottish Afternoon on 27th February. On 13th March
we have Street Pastors, 27th March Churches Future, 10th April Silverline,
24th April Salvation Army, 8th May Musical Afternoon and closing lunch will
be on 22nd May.

On behalf of all our members I would like to wish
everyone a lovely Christmas and a peaceful, happy
and healthy 2018.
Marion Lumsden
Group member.
ST. SERF’S CRAFT GROUP

We have been very busy filling shoe boxes for
the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal. So far we have
filled 238. We are now concentrating on our
craft work for the Christmas Fayre in November.
Our membership is growing but there is always
room for more. We meet on Thursday afternoon in Benarty
St. Serf’s from 2pm till 4pm.
Jane Adams - Group member.
THE MAGAZINE ON CD’S

Just a wee reminder that recorded CD’s are made each time the newsletter is
printed. This is a free service to anyone who has difficulty reading
news print. Please give me a call on 01592 780077 and I can arrange
for you to have one.
Margaret Morgan.

THE FELLOWSHIP, BIBLE STUDY

After the Lent Bible Study, I was asked if I would lead The Fellowship,
Bible Study. This is held every Tuesday at Benarty at 7pm. There are
approximately nine people who attend although this may not be every
week due to other commitments. We have been using the Lyfe
resources from the Bible Society. There are six sections and in each
section, there are six sessions. We have completed two and are on the
third section now. The first Section we did was called ‘Still Lyfe’, this
was based on the power of Prayer and listening to the heart and mind
of God in our busy life. The second Section was called ‘Real Lyfe’ this
looked at ways we could transform our heart, making changes from the
inside. We are now on Section three, which is called ‘Spirit Lyfe’,
where we are looking at the Holy Spirit and
how we are empowered and fuelled by the
presence and power of God. Anyone who
wishes to come along and see what it is like
and whether it would suit them will be
warmly welcomed.
Pamela Scott

PASTORAL CARE GROUP
The members of St Serf’s Pastoral Care Group continue their good work
and by the time this issue of the Newsletter has been delivered will have
completed the final visits of 2017 to the ill, elderly and housebound of
the congregation. Our visits are carried out four times a year and are
looked forward to and enjoyed by everyone involved. Any member of
the congregation willing to join us in this very worthwhile and rewarding
part of church life, should speak to a member of the pastoral care group
and should anyone know someone within the congregation whom they
feel would benefit from a visit, please submit their name to myself or a
group member. Our next visits will take place between January and
March.
JOHN BLAMEY
Convener

FUNERALS

WELFARE GROUP

June Beveridge - Lochgelly
Ruby Innes - Lochgelly
Annie Smith - Ballingry
Archie Lithgow - Lochgelly
Robert Wilson - Lochore
Etta Love - Lochgelly
Jeannette McKay - Lochgelly
Peter Murphy - Lochore
Andrew Pullar - Glencraig
Billy Muir - Lochgelly
Kayleigh Rendall - Lochgelly
Adam Graham - Lochgelly
Margaret King - Ballingry
Doris McGreggor - Lochore
Elizabeth Coventry - Kinghorn
Marion Dair - Warwick
Mona Graham - Lochgelly
Jean Scott - Auchtertool
Nancy Fotheringham - Lochore
Ann Taylor - Lochgelly
Isabella Wilson - Lochgelly
Maryanne Stewart - Ballingry
Agnes McGhie - Lochgelly
Mary Rhind - Castle Douglas
Jean Cairns - Lochgelly
Doreen Johnstone - Glenrothes
Brian Gill - Dunfermline

Hi folks
Hasn't time flown? It seems like 2 minutes ago the welfare group
were planning our 2017 tea and concert, and now it has come
and gone!
This year, the committee were able to relax and join our guests
to enjoy Doreen Arnott and friends, who were entertaining us, as
we had the able services of Maggies Catering.
Imagine, not a dish to wash! This made the evening enjoyable
and relaxing for the committee and the guests.
Our sincere thanks to the excellent concert party, caterers, and
you - our welcome guests.
We must also thank you for supporting our very successful
coffee morning on the 14th of October. The result makes all the
hard work worthwhile. Many thanks to those who contributed
both financially or practically.
On behalf of the welfare committee, may I wish you a happy
festive season, and we look forward to seeing you all (and
perhaps a few more?) at our 2018 tea and concert.
All the best,
Brenda Dickson
Secretary

CHURCH WEBPAGE
www.stserfschurch.co.uk.
You can also keep in touch on Facebook at
St. Serf’s Church Lochgelly and Benarty .

THE FLOWER GROUP
As you read this we will be in the last month of our Flower calendar.
I hope you all agree with me the flowers each Sunday really enhance the
church. Our group relies on the generousity of the people who make donations to
the flower fund, some with special dates and others who donate to the
fund with money or flowers. There are a few Sundays free this year, so if
you would like to fill one of these next year, please speak
to me, either at church or by telephone 01383 830621, or
you can speak to any member of the Flower Group.
On behalf of the Flower Group, I wish you all a merry
Christmas and all good blessings for the New Year.
Joyce Hamilton - Flower convener.

PROPERTY GROUP
There are always property maintenance issues and we have been advised
that the boiler in the house at Balbedie Avenue needs to be replaced as
parts are no longer available to repair it. The cost of this will be met from
the rental income but is a big expense nonetheless. We have submitted an
application for grant funding to upgrade the toilets at Lochgelly and are
awaiting the outcome of this. Repairs are also required to some of the
windows at Benarty and we are hoping to carry out some upgrading work
in the Manse. The cost of maintenance is always increasing and as I’ve
said before there is something that all members can do to assist in keeping
fabric repairs low. Fabric boxes are available to take home for collecting
your loose change. The boxes are counted twice a year and it’s amazing
how a few pennies can make a difference. Fabric envelopes are also issued
with the Newsletter and all donations given through this scheme are
greatly appreciated. Wishing you all a happy and peaceful Christmas
season.

Laura Pepperday
Property Convener

GREETINGS FROM THE PARISH ASSISTANT
I have now been with St. Serf’s for nine months and think I am getting there
with names of members of the Congregation. However, I am less certain that
I am making much headway with the community of Lochgelly and Benarty. I
have contact with both schools in Lochgelly but this is very tentative and relies
on me trying to make contact with them when they are not too busy. I am still
trying with Benarty, I have contacts and hopeful this will grow. What really
made me smile was when I was walking along the street in Lochgelly one day
and a girl smiled and said “I know you, you come to our school.” It is
moments like this that makes the slow progress worthwhile and I do believe
that God is at work in these small steps.
At the moment, I am trying to plan an ecumenical venture with the schools
called Bubblegum ‘n’ Fluff. This is a two-hour event for Primary 6’s,
helping them to learn the real Christmas Story without the commercialism and
things that are often added to Christmas.
I am also looking at dementia and loneliness in our society and how, we as
the Church may address this. So, if you have any ideas or want to talk about
this don’t hesitate to get in touch..
As well as this I am still carrying out day to day visits, attending events, leading
The Fellowship, Bible Study and taking services at
Benore and Mossview.
If you would like a chat about anything, please contact
me. My telephone number is on the front of this newsletter.
Pamela Scott DCS.

Children & Youth Ministry and Worship Group
We met recently to plan the Nativity service which
takes place on Christmas Eve in Lochgelly. Before
that the Sunday Club and family and friends will be
attending the pantomime Hansel and Gretel at
Lochgelly Centre. The Christmas party for Sunday Club
and Messy Church members is on 23rd December and
will hopefully include a visit from a certain gentleman
in a red coat. Merry Christmas!
Laura Pepperday
Group member

From the Session Clerk
This is the first joint newsletter shared by Betty and myself. It is for others to
judge but I feel we are working well as a team. You can be assured that we are
trying our very best to support our ministry team.
We are still actively pursuing the appointment of a part-time Outreach Worker
and this post is currently being advertised by the Church of Scotland. This
should help as we continue to look for a new minister. Our Interim Moderator
continues to support St Serfs by carrying out baptisms and communion
services as well as moderating Kirk Session meetings. This is much appreciated
and is a big task in addition to her work as the Minister at St Andrew’s Erskine
Church
The session clerk post is like many posts in the church. It is a job that is better
when shared by more than one person. As I reported in my last newsletter
much of the work that goes on behind the scenes is carried out by fewer and
fewer people, many carrying out several roles. Unless people come forward,
even for a few hours, we are at risk of the church being unable to function in
the way we have come to expect. If you think you can help please discuss with
either Betty or me and enjoy more of the life of your church.
When I made the last Office Bearer return to Presbytery, 5 posts remained
unfilled. They are mainly representative roles for receiving information from
the Church of Scotland and Presbytery. They do not require attending meetings
but it would help greatly if they could be filled. The other position that remains
unfilled is the vacancy on the Nomination Committee. This is an important and
rewarding job for selecting a new minister. Details of this vacancy and how to
apply have been posted in both buildings for some weeks.
It is testimony to the willing volunteers, that we are blessed to have, that to
many people our church will appear to be operating, in vacancy, just as it has
always done. I wish to record thanks, on behalf of Betty and myself, to all
those that, “Carry on and keep smiling”, in whatever part they play, no matter
how small.
2 Corinthians 8:13-14
For this is not for the ease of others and for your affliction, but by way of
equality-- at this present time your abundance being a supply for their need,
so that their abundance also may become a supply for your need, that there
may be equality;

at Benarty
Since starting back we have been thinking of others. We had our
1st Story “The Good Samaritan” We filled four shoe boxes and
made Christmas cards for children in Romania.
2nd Story “Jesus feeding the 5000” We brought food for the
food bank to feed the hungry. The children have received a letter
of thanks and have been awarded a “Foodbank certificate”
3rd Story “The Angel and the Shepherd” The children made
angels to take home. Then they made a model for the church of
an angel telling the shepherd the good news. They also iced star
biscuits and put sprinkles on them. We all had a good time.
Agnes Seath.

GREETINGS FROM THE CHURCH ADMIN. OFFICE
As Christmas approaches, most of us will feel the stress levels rise
as we rush around doing last minute shopping, and needless to
say, the Christmas & New Year cleaning.
Work at the office carries on regardless of seasons. However, the
challenges are always there. I love putting illustrations, poems or
prayers on the order of service each week and hope that the
members enjoy them.
Once again I thank the volunteers who have helped get these
newsletters ready for delivery by the elders. I also thank the leaders of the
organisations who have submitted articles. This is our way of
bringing the church news not only to the people who attend
church, but to let the members who can’t attend in person know
what is happening with the groups.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you
all a lovely Christmas and a peaceful, happy and
healthy new year.

Ian Brown

Anne Scott
Administrator

