BENARTY AND LOCHGELLY CHURCHES TOGETHER.
December 2016.
Our 10th Anniversary Celebration Service which
was held in St. Finnian's Scottish Episcopal Church
was well attended and enjoyed. As a result of a
questionnaire following the service, seeking ideas
for the future of BLCT, we will attempt to organise events
that do not coincide with those of our churches.

December 2016

Remembrance Day wreaths were placed at the
War Memorial as usual.
As an alternative to our Christmas Carol Service, and in order to spread
celebrations over December, we saw that an Advent Carol Service was due
to take place in St. Patrick's Church on December 11th. Please join with us
in attending this service.
You may be aware that TIBAL has been revived, so a church service to
support both its volunteers and clients is planned. Further details will be
announced nearer the time.
If any of you would like to be involved in our plans for
BLCT you will be very welcome to join us, so please have
a chat with me any time. Members of BLCT wish you all
a Happy Christmas and a Healthy and Good New Year.
Hope to see you at our events.

Locum Minister
Rev. Geo ff Probert
Tel. 07477 688538
*********
Session Clerk
Mr Ian Brown
Tel. 01592 782515

Ethne Brown.

f

A wee poem for you:A roomful of people -----A roomful of problems,
A roomful of worry and strife.
A roomful of laughter,

Your Elder is _________________________________

To raise every rafter,

Telephone

_________________________________

A roomful of friendship ------ that's life.
(Scottish Charity Reference: SC032353)

GREETINGS FROM OUR
LOCUM MINISTER
I have now been here nine months! My goodness, how time flies!
I now feel fully integrated into the life of St Serf’s and I am still
enjoying my Ministry here a great deal. I have been particularly
grateful that my term here has been extended and I am looking
forward to continuing to serve here for as long as possible. I
miss my family back home a great deal and I am in regular
contact with them. I am hoping to make a visit back home
soon, but it all depends on getting the money together for the
plane flights, which are quite expensive. My family are all doing
well though! They will be moving soon as we were staying in
the Church manse and they are now at a stage where they are
ready to fill the vacancy.
Apart from that, the only thing I am not looking forward to is
winter! I have not experienced a British winter for 42 years so I
am sure that I am going to feel freezing most of the time! Oh
well! I can always wrap up! I wish to thank all the people who
have made my stay here a pleasant one. I have been treated to
several meals; someone always seems to be dropping off something,
which is really a nice feeling to know that you are being
thought of! I have also been treated to a tour of the Scottish
Highlands, and a trip to the Black Watch Tower. I must say
that it is nice to get out of Lochgelly sometimes and see some
other parts of this beautiful country. I have tried to keep my
visits up and I am always looking around on a Sunday morning for someone I have not visited yet! I have started my work
with TIBAL (Together in Benarty and Lochgelly), which once off
the ground will be an elderly befriending project that will service the needs of the lonely and isolated in our community as
well as their carers
Christmas is coming up soon and
by the time this newsletter is printed,
it will only be a few weeks away! I
wish you all a joyful and wonder filled
Christmas as we celebrate the birth
of Christ with our families and as
a Church community.
God bless you all!

Geoff

St. Serf’s Ladies Bowling Club
We met on 22nd September after the summer break. Although our numbers
have lessened we still enjoy our bowls. We have welcomed three new members,
and one former member has returned to play again. One of our long term
members has been unable to join us this season, but all our members send
their kind regards to Cathy.
Jim, who has laid the carpets for us is due a big thank you from the bowlers. He has
willingly laid them for quite some time, but he’s not been keeping so well
and felt it was a bit too much to continue.
We are greatly indebted to Katrina who has kindly agreed to step in and lay
the carpets for us. Thanks so much Katrina.
We will continue to play bowls, enjoying the fun, (no
strict rules) and our chat over our cup of tea.
Yours in sport
May Lees – secy.

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY AND WORSHIP GROUP
We had a great day at the Five Sisters Zoo in June for the Congregational
Outing. This was our first visit but I’m sure we will be back. We are now
looking forward to our visit to the pantomime Sleeping Beauty at Lochgelly
Centre on 9th December. We are currently planning the Nativity Service at
Benarty on 18th December with assistance from our Locum Minister Geoff
Probert. Geoff is returning to South Africa to spend Christmas with his family and we
wish them all the best for the festive season. A few
more members on the Worship Group would be very
helpful to assist with the preparation for special services. If
anyone is interested please speak to me at church or come
along to one of our meetings
Laura Pepperday

THE DROP IN

FINANCE GROUP
With your Newsletter you will find Christmas Gift envelopes. Some
members have already given a Christmas Gift following the
distribution of envelopes at Church on Sunday 6th November and at
the Christmas Fayre and Gift Day on Saturday 12th November. The
envelopes distributed with this Newsletter enables members who have
not already donated, the opportunity to do so.
The November Christmas Fayre and Gift Day was very successful,
with the Fayre bringing in the magnificent sum of £1252.25 . The
Christmas Gift envelopes have raised the sum of £364.00 up to 13th
November and the envelopes will continue to come in over the next few
weeks. Thanks go to all who helped in any way, including everyone
who supported the venture. The funds raised are not going to a
special purpose but will help to ensure we can again finish the year on
target.
June Kerr

WAYS & MEANS GROUP
We had a busy day at the Summer Fayre at Lochgelly in June despite the
wet weather and managed to raise over £1000. The annual Beetle Drive at
Benarty was held in September at Benarty and was great fun. Our next big
event will be the Burns Supper in February so look out for more information later. As
previously mentioned we are always on the look out for new ideas for
fundraising and if anyone has any brilliant ideas we’d like to hear them.
Laura Pepperday
Ways & Means Group

We resumed in September after the summer
break. It’s lovely to be back meeting up with
old friends and making new ones. We still
meet in St. Serf’s Lochgelly every Thursday
morning from 10am till 12noon and it’s most
enjoyable having a good old natter over a tea
or coffee. Why not come along and join us? We will be here until 8th
December when we break off for Christmas and New Year. We resume in
January so if your fed up sitting in the house after all the festivities, come along
and enjoy the company.

THE SHOE BOX APPEAL
Thanks to the kind hearts at St. Serf’s there will be
255 happy smiling faces in Romania this Christmas.
Our thanks go to all donated to this worthwhile
cause. God bless you all.
Agnes Seath - Craft Group member.
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
WILL BE CELEBRATED ON SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER
AT A JOINT SERVICE
IN ST. SERF’S, LOCHGELLY AT 10.30am

There will be a retiring

offering for the church
Samaritan Fund
Children are welcome at this service. Anyone requiring home communion
should contact their Elder who will make the necessary arrangements. Their
name and telephone number can be found on the front of this Newsletter.

GREETINGS FROM THE INTERIM MODERATOR
Dear Friends,
It is ‘that time of year’ again. A time that some of us relish, others
dread, and others feel a mixture of excitement and trepidation. Christmas is
coming!
In my own congregation we have been looking at the seasons of the
Christian Year and learning how Advent is the beginning of the ‘new
year’ in the Church. Sunday 27th November marks the first Sunday of
Advent and we have four Sundays before we arrive at Christmas Day
when we celebrate the birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
It is good to take time to prepare for Christmas both in our daily lives
and in our Christian life. Advent allows us to look at some of the
background to the Christmas story as we remember some of the Old
Testament characters and prophets who looked forward to a Messiah
coming into the world to bring peace, justice, mercy and love. We also
hear again of the events leading up to the birth, stories of Mary, Joseph
and others who were given important news by God to help them
prepare the way for Jesus coming into the world.
Churches across the world have many traditions associated with this
time of year, lighting Advent candles, singing Advent hymns, taking
part in Christingle services, putting on plays and also catering for folk
for whom Christmas is a difficult time as they remember loved ones
who are no longer around to share in the celebration.
This year can I encourage you to take some time out from shopping,
cooking, partying to read and listen to God’s story. It is truly amazing
that God did use ordinary people – a young woman, a carpenter, shepherds
and so many others – to bring His Son into the world.
As you prepare and as you celebrate I wish you every blessing in Jesus’ name
Muriel

WEDDINGS
Nadine Conway to Kevin Robertson
in St. Serf’s Benarty
on 25th June 2016
Chrystal Murphy to William Bryson
in St. Serf’s Benarty
on 15th July 2016
Maryann Kirk to Ryan Clarke
in St. Serf’s Benarty
on 16th July 2016
Shona Pepperday to Lee Kidd
in St. Serf’s Lochgelly
on 17th July 2016
Megan Cruickshank to Declan Martin
in St .Serf’s Benarty
on 30th July 2016
Marie Ross to Alexander Bain
in St. Serf’s Lochgelly
on 5th August 2016
Kathleen Murphy to Brydon Smith
in St. Serf’s Lochgelly
on 22nd October 2016

TUESDAY AFTERNOON GROUP
As the Autumn session draws to a close ii has been very encouraging to see
our membership grow to almost thirty, as we have welcomed some new
members. We opened the session on September when our locum minister
Rev. Geoff Probert gave us an insight into his leaving Britain with his family
and his life and work in South Africa.
Our next meeting was a fun afternoon organised by Moira Neilson. This is
always popular, resulting in much laughter and banter.
We had a visit in October with Ken Scott accompanied by Spike who is a
hearing dog for the deaf.. It was a very informative meeting and everyone
fell in love with Spike.
In November we welcomed Mrs Jeanette Deacon, a former member and
elder who spoke to us about her work with Crossreach. It was very enlightening and
many questions were asked.
We are all looking forward to our Christmas lunch on
6th December. We will resume on 14th February.
On behalf of our members I would like to wish everyone
a very happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Marion Lumsden - group member.

TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP & BIBLE STUDY
We meet each Tuesday in Benarty at 7pm. At
the present time we are studying the book of
Ruth.
This is a very informal fellowship meeting and
we would love to welcome more people to come
along and join us. Please accept our invitation.
Agnes Seath group member
PROPERTY GROUP
Winter is almost upon us and
soon the last leaf will fall from
the trees (please!) Sometimes it
seems that the leaves are falling
as quickly as you are gathering
them up, a bit like shovelling
snow when it’s still snowing.
However autumn is such a lovely
season with all the glorious colours of the countryside and beautiful sunsets.
At church there are a few maintenance issues we are working on at the
present time. Wishing you all a peaceful festive season.
Laura Pepperday - Property Convener

ST. SERF’S CRAFT GROUP

.We meet on a Thursday afternoon from 2pm till 4pm. As well as
craft work we enjoy a cup of tea. Anyone wishing to join us will be
made very welcome.
As well as having spent a lot of our time filling shoe boxes to send to
Romania for Christmas, we have also been having our usual coffee
mornings on the last Friday of each month. We
held our Christmas Fayre on Friday25th and
Saturday 26thNovember.

May Binnie – group member.

THE MAGAZINE ON CD’S

Just a wee reminder that recorded CD’s are made each time the newsletter is
printed. This is a free service to anyone who has difficulty reading
news print. Please give me a call on 01592 780077 and I can arrange
for you to have one.
Margaret Morgan.

FROM THE TREASURER
During the year, the amounts received from freewill offerings and open plate
donations has fallen short of the amount we need to collect. Anyone who
looks at the amounts shown in the weekly orders of service can instantly see
that. The amount we need is required to meet the costs of maintaining much-needed
ministry in Lochgelly and Benarty. We have other sources of income but these have
been taken into account in setting the weekly sum needed. In other words we are
keeping going by spending reserves – not by huge amounts but steadily.
Eventually the reserves will be spent and then where will we turn. This year
we have been the fortunate recipients of a generous legacy which has
supported work on the buildings and facilities but such a legacy comes along
very infrequently and only through the loss of a valued member.
I know that the church is criticised for asking for more money and it is particularly
difficult to justify asking for more in a period of vacancy but nevertheless members of
the congregation must consider what they give and whether they can give
more. Small increases on the part of a number of members could make a
huge difference – the difference between drawing on reserves and meeting
our costs in full.
At the same time I want to thank all members who have continued generous
support of St Serf’s with their time, talents and money. In 2016, we have had
a number of members transfer to bank standing orders which guarantees
regular income and a few new gift aid declarations. Even if you have not yet
given us a gift aid declaration, so long as you are a tax payer you can use the
envelopes circulated to members and available in the churches for fabric
fund, Christmas gifts etc. to increase the value of your gift by completing the
declaration on the envelope.
I would mention that any congregational organisations using the halls and facilities
should be bringing their annual accounts to a close and considering the
donation they will give the church to cover heat, light etc. I look forward to
hearing from their treasurers before the end of the year and thank these
organisations for their ongoing support.

WELFARE GROUP

Hello Folks,
We have been blessed with an Indian Summer this year and so the Welfare
Group were glad of a dry evening to greet the good proportion of our senior
members who attended our annual Tea and Concert on the 24th September.
After a very enjoyable tea provided and served by members of our group, we
were thoroughly entertained by Kate Adamson and her "Third Generation",
who had us all tapping our feet and singing along to their cheerful tunes.
During each part of the entertainment, the ladies made quick costume changes
appropriate to the chosen theme and I must say they did it very well.
Although we were pleased with the attendance, we could always squeeze in
more of our Senior Members so please keep us in mind for next year.
May I take this opportunity to thank everyone who contributed financially or
practically towards making the evening a success
On behalf of the committee I wish you and your families a lovely Christmas
and all the best for 2017.
Brenda Dickson - secy.

Wishing you all a joyous Christmas and a happy New Year in 2017.
Robin

CHURCH WEBPAGE
www.stserfschurch.co.uk.
You can also keep in touch on Facebook at
Lochgelly and Benarty St. Serf’s Church.

THE FLOWER GROUP
As you read this we will be in the last month of our Flower calendar.
I hope you all agree with me the flowers each Sunday really enhance the
church. Our group relies on the generousity of the people who make donations to the
flower fund, some with special dates and others who donate to the fund
with money or flowers. There are a few Sundays free this year, so if you
would like to fill one of these next year, please speak to
me, either at church or by telephone 01383 830621, or
you can speak to any member of the Flower Group.
On behalf of the Flower Group, I wish you all a merry
Christmas and all good blessings for the New Year.
Joyce Hamilton - Flower convener.

Oh my, hasn’t this year flown by, or is it just me thinking this?
In the June letter we talked about holidays. Now the shops have
had Christmas displays for weeks, and if you’re like me, you
have started to wonder what on earth your going to buy for
presents, well we are not alone.
I would like to say a big thank you to those leaders of groups
who got their articles to me quickly. This is very helpful and
makes my job so much easier.
I hope you enjoy reading this publication. We may not be in the
same league as the Fife & Kinross Extra but like them we do
provide a free paper. If you have a difficulty reading the
contents in this paper, please take advantage of the C.D. service
provided. This too is a free service.

I wish you and your families a peaceful
Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.
Anne Scott - editor

Marion Holden, Ballingry
Margaret Talman, formerly of Lochgelly
William Colquhoun, Lochgelly
Ann McGuire, Lochgelly
Dorothy Taylor, Glencraig
Susan Page, Ballingry
Norma Davidson, Lumphinnans

CHURCH NEWSLETTER

Again my thanks to Bob and the ladies who
help get this newsletter ready for the elders
to deliver.

FUNERALS

NEW

S

Catherine Skelly, Crosshill
Isabella Noble, Lochore
Annie Raeburn, Ballingry

From the Session Clerk
December 2016
In my last report I hoped that this report would be written by our new Session
Clerk. Sadly there have been no volunteers coming forward and I pray that
we will have found a solution at the November Kirk Session meeting. Our
interim moderator, Rev Muriel Willoughby has been working hard in this
regard.
Muriel has continued to be a forceful advocate for our church and has progressed the
issue of a ministry team with a view to appointing both a Parish Assistant and Part-time
Outreach Worker. Both posts have been advertised by the Church of Scotland
and I am hopeful there will be good news in the near future. This should help
as we continue to look for a new minister.
The requirements of the data protection law have lessened with the news
from the Church of Scotland that it is no longer necessary for members to
consent to their data being held. The situation is now one of assumed consent from
members on the church roll. Those who do not wish to have their details held
securely should notify the office. This seems to me to be an eminently sensible
approach.
The Hymnal Plus music system has proved to be very popular and we are
developing more ability in making full use of the capabilities of the flexibility of the
system.
An essential part of church life nowadays is to have a good website and Facebook page
and I am pleased to say that we have made good progress in this area. The
website has been upgraded and will be a valuable tool in showing St Serfs off
to prospective ministers.
Over the last three years I have enjoyed serving as Session Clerk and I have
learned a great deal, and received much help, to allow me work hard at ensuring
we continued to thrive in vacancy. I know that, together we have succeeded,
and I will continue to support my successor as best I can. The session clerk
post is like many posts in the church. It is a job that is better when shared by
more than one person. To have continuity we must ensure that all the eggs
are never in one basket.
“I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not
disaster, plans to bring about the future you hope for.” Jeremiah 29:11
Ian Brown

at Benarty
In September we talked about Jesus being the light of our world.
We decorated jam jars with sequins and lit them up with battery
operated tea lights and made mobiles with hearts and stars for
Jesus’s love lights up our world.
In October we told the story of the good Samaratin and thought
about the children in Romania. The children then filled shoe
boxes for Christmas and made cards written in Romanian.
In November we told the children the Christmas story then made
a model of the Nativity scene for the church.
Agnes Seath - group member

GREETINGS FROM THE CHURCH ADMIN. OFFICE
How quickly the dark nights have drawn in. For some, this means the
feeling of being shut off and makes it very depressing. Looking on the
brighter side, if you are able to leave the house, the Autumn colours
provided by nature have been amazing.
I am thankful that the organisations are back. Although it makes for
more work and organisation, it is so worth while having people pop into the
office, even it’s only to say hullo. Most of them will be closing again for the
festive break. However, as usual Bob will be there. He is such a big help every
week but he can’t be there all the time.
The 2017 diary is available for groups to record their meetings and
events. It is important that both Benarty and Lochgelly use this. The
information is invaluable as I can’t intimate what I don’t know.
By the time you get this newsletter we will be almost at Christmas.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a lovely Christmas
and a peaceful, happy and healthy
new year.

Anne Scott
Administrator

